362    COMPENDIUM OF GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVEL

the year for steamers of considerable size, while from
the north there daily arrive the so-called " Kelleks," a
sort of craft made of inflated goat-skins, boarded over.
On these are floated down quantities of lumber from
the Kurdistan uplands, the boatmen returning with the
empty skins in company with the caravans. But still
more characteristic of Bagdad is the " quffe," or coracle,
consisting of a round hull 6 to 8 feet broad, with sides
curved inwards, constructed mostly of strong reeds and
well pitched on the outside. When the bridge of boats
becomes broken, the communication is kept open by
means of these frail craft. The type is of great an-
tiquity, being represented on the old Assyrian reliefs,
and described by Herodotus, who states that these boats
were built in Armenia.

In the untidy soldiers slouching about the streets, in
the evil-smelling bazaars and ruined mosques, in the
rotten bridge of boats, and the mean dusty post-office,
one reads at every step that the curse of Turkish inani-
tion lies as heavily or even more heavily on this once
prosperous and magnificent city than even on many other
Turkish towns. Pestilences have devoured it; the very
Euphrates, to which the country owes its history and
former opulence, has helped in the work by bursting its
banks, and by rendering the country to the west a
marsh, and so bringing fever and ill-health to the ill-
fated city. rt The glory of the city of the Caliphs has
indeed departed " (H. S. Cooper, p. 278).

West of the Euphrates, though at no great distance
from Bagdad, lies the village of Kerbela, a spot held
in great veneration by the Shiah or Persian Muham-
madans. Here is the tomb of Hosein, the Prophet's
grandson, and son of Ali, whom the Shiahs regard as
his true successor in the Caliphate, They believe that
by living or dying here they have nothing to fear in